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him, and | am grateful for the short amount of
time | was able to spend with him. | know my
life and the lives of those he knew and loved
were enriched by his presence, and he will
surely be missed.

| agree with the Colorado River Water Con-
servation District—Western Colorado lost a
true friend and leader with the passing of Ken-
neth Balcomb.

———

IN HONOR OF REVEREND DR.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Reverend Dr. Roland
H. Crowder, upon the joyous celebration of his
40th Anniversary as Pastor of Second Calvary
Missionary Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio.

Reverend Crowder was born in Cleveland in
1926, into meager beginnings, yet the promise
of faith and family would raise his life into the
light of leadership, accomplishment and serv-
ice to others. Just an infant, Reverend
Crowder was adopted by Emma and Rev-
erend Edward Griggs. Tragedy struck shortly
thereafter when his young mother died and his
father became very ill after suffering a stroke.
Young Roland was up for adoption again, yet
his neighbors across the street, Mr. and Mrs.
Will Crowder, opened their hearts and home
to him and became his new parents. The fam-
ily moved to Birmingham, where Reverend
Crowder’s parents taught him lifelong values
that centered on integrity, hard work, family,
faith and service to others.

In 1950, following his honorable service in
the United States Navy, Reverend Crowder
heeded the call to the ministry. After his father
passed away, he and his mother returned to
Cleveland in 1965, where he began his min-
istry at the Second Calvary Missionary Baptist
Church. Fortified with an undergraduate de-
gree, graduate degree from Malone College
and a doctoral degree in theology from the
Ashland Theological Seminary, and most sig-
nificantly, equipped with valuable life experi-
ence, Reverend Crowder set the foundation
for his life long journey of restoring faith and
hope within the hearts of people here in
Cleveland and around the world. Reverend
Crowder and his late wife, Doris G. Crowder,
were married for forty-five years. Together
they raised five children: Roland Jr., Lydia,
Rosalind, Hiram and the late Phillip. Today,
Reverend Crowder and his wife, Sister Ida B.
Cook Crowder, continue to serve in faithful
ministry and community outreach to the con-
gregation of Second Calvary Missionary Bap-
tist Church.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Reverend Doctor
Roland Hayes Crowder, whose compassionate
leadership and guidance has been reflected
throughout the Second Calvary Missionary
Baptist Church of Cleveland, Ohio, for forty
years. His commitment, kindness and caring
for people in need of emotional and spiritual
restoration continues to lift the spirits of count-
less individuals, and will forever bring faith,
hope and light throughout our entire commu-
nity and far beyond.
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Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the Dallas County Council of Repub-
lican Women’s Clubs. Fifty years ago, 17 Re-
publican Women'’s groups joined to form an al-
liance, based on the guiding principle of the
National Federation of Republican Women, “to
foster and encourage loyalty to the Republican
Party and the ideals for which it stands.”

For the past fifty years, the Dallas County
Council of Republican Women have worked
together to support Republican Women’s
groups in the area as they promote the prin-
ciples of the Grand Old Party and help elect
Republican leaders from the Courthouse to
the White House. The Dallas County Council
of Republican Women continue to serve Re-
publican Women’s Clubs through meetings, a
council newsletter, and training seminars.

Today, | would like to honor the Dallas
County Council of Republican Women and
their leaders, including: Pat Jordan (1955), EI-
eanor Owens (1956), Tilla Lindsey (1956),
Mary Jester (1957), Dorothy Cameron (1959),
Bobbie Biggert (1960), Glenna McCord (1960,
1961, 1962), Babs Johnson (1963, 1964),
Linda Holloway (1965), Ann Good (1965),
Alice Hale (1966), Jonita Hilton, (1967), Ann
Nicholson (1968, 1969), Peeps Moffett (1970),
Jan Bryant (1970), Iris Snell (1971, 1972),
Dottie Beckham (1972, 1973, 1974), Barbara
Staff (1975), Ruth Potter (1976, 1977), Ginny
Bauman (1978), Shirley Dickinson (1979,
1980), Jean Rheudasil (1981, 1982), Marianna
Ziegler (1983, 1984), Jan Patterson (1985,
1986), Edith Schuler (1987), Lynne Tweedell
(1989), Alma Box (1991, 1992), Betty Doke
(1993, 1994), Sandy Melton Stephens (1995,
1996), Sue Hutchins (1997, 1998), Rosella
Hutchinson (1999, 2000), Taffy Goldsmith
(2001, 2002), Valerie E. Ertz (2003, 2004),
Deborah Brown (2005). These strong Repub-
lican women embody the energy, vision and
values of our party.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, ten
years ago this month a genocidal conflict was
brought to an end in the Balkans. By initialing
a “General Framework for Peace” at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio,
on November 21, 1995, Bosnia and
Herzegovina emerged from almost four years
of that conflict wondering whether it could sur-
vive as an independent unitary state and re-
cover from the utter destruction not only of its
towns and cities but of its own, multi-ethnic
society.

Time dulls our recollection of what the car-
nage in Bosnia was really about, so | believe
it important to recall the nature of this, the
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most horrific phase of Yugoslavia’s violent and
bloody demise. Active on the Helsinki Com-
mission which | co-chair today, | took part in
many sobering hearings which documented
the atrocities and discussed policy responses.

The Bosnian conflict was, in large part,
characterized not by opposing military forces
but by groups of thugs, armed and orches-
trated by the Milosevic regime in Serbia,
wreaking havoc on innocent civilians. Tens of
thousands were raped or tortured in detention
centers and camps established across the
country. While figures may vary substantially,
the death toll is commonly estimated at about
200,000, while two million people—half the
country’s population—were displaced. We can
well remember the photos of emaciated de-
tainees at Omarska, the live coverage of the
shelling and siege of Sarajevo, and the re-
cently released video footage of the execution
of captured young men near Srebrenica.

While the decreasing advantages enjoyed
by the Serb militants by late 1995 made a set-
tlement possible, the Dayton Agreement did,
in fact, help to bring this nightmare to an end.
At the same time, we cannot ignore the fact
that its compromises reflect a failure by the
international community, including the United
States, to intervene much earlier in the conflict
in response to clear violations of international
principles and what many, including myself,
consider a genocide.

The international community repeatedly
failed to take decisive action, including the
credible threat of the use of force, to compel
the brazen Serb militants to stop their aggres-
sion. Instead, time was spent deploying
peacekeeping forces under United Nations
auspices when there was no peace to keep.
UNPROFOR'’s presence thwarted more effec-
tive responses, such as lifting the arms em-
bargo which denied the sovereign country of
Bosnia and Herzegovina its right, as a mem-
ber of the United Nations, to defend itself. As
town after town, including some declared to be
“safe-havens” by the United Nations, fell to
the forces of ethnic cleansing, the international
community acquiesced to a reality, codified by
Dayton, of a country divided into two political
entities characterized by an ethnic bias unwor-
thy of 21st century democracy. One entity is a
Bosnian Federation forged by the United
States in 194 between Bosnia’s Muslims or
Bosniaks, and Croats. The other entity,
Republika Srpska, is dominated by Serbs and
represents what the militants among them
started the conflict to create.

The compromises accepted at Dayton, influ-
enced by years of international inaction, also
have made subsequent implementation dif-
ficult, and extremely expensive in terms of
personnel, equipment and funds. Many per-
sons indicted for war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide evaded justice for
years, some to wreak havoc later in Kosovo
and elsewhere, and some like Ratko Mladic
and Radovan Karadzic, remain at large. With
the economy destroyed and both organized
crime and official corruption rampant, the peo-
ple of Bosnia and Herzegovina became pas-
sive and dependent on the international com-
munity for their very survival.

Perhaps the greatest flaw in the Dayton
Agreement was its heavy reliance on
Slobodan Milosevic himself to follow its terms,
which he did only under considerable pres-
sure. Betting on the man most responsible for
igniting the conflict meant undercutting the de-
velopment of democratic forces in Serbia
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